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that was in force during the whole eleven years of his
tenure of office.*
All that Grey says is true, and if it be that God is revealed
in the honesty of man's intentions, England has indeed gone
against His will.
And if, after that wrongful strangling of the Alliance,
she suffered the pain of disillusionment, she deserved it.i
(3)  The Pain of Disillusionment.
After abandoning the Alliance it was not long before
England tasted the bitterness of disillusionment. This was
most noticeable in the recrudescence of Russian schemes to
encroach on British preserves by expanding to the south-
ward, and in what befell the British in China. I will deal
with the second of these first.
The affair of May 30.
At the Washington Conference China achieved, with
the backing of the Powers and of America in particular,
a very advantageous position. She used it to press vigorously
for the restitution of her sovereign rights. As, however, she
failed to produce the desired effect on the foreigners, she
changed her tactics and started an anti-foreign boycott,
Her attack was first directed against Japan, then against
Japan and England together, and finally, when Japan
adopted a tolerant attitude, against England alone. Being
singled out for attack, England suffered more than any other
country.
In February 1925 anti-foreign action opened with a
strike at the works of the Home and Foreign Cotton Com-
pany, a concern at Shanghai administered by Japanese,
and spread rapidly. On May 30 an anti-Japanese demon-
stration of students and labourers came unexpectedly into
collision with the Indian Police in the Nankin Road, one
of the principal streets in the International Settlement at
Shanghai. A police patrol fired on the mob and there were
several casualties. As it seemed probable that the anti-
foreign movement would spread, the authorities declared
a state of emergency in the Settlement, mobilized the
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* Op. cit., Vol. II, pp. xoo-xox.

